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Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / Feb. 28 

We are resolved to strengthen our eco-
nomic relations by increasing opportunities 
for trade and investment between the Eu-
ropean Union and the United States, and 
by promoting trade liberalization and eco-
nomic development for all countries 
through the Doha Development Agenda 
negotiations. In the framework of the G8, 
we will cooperate to help the poorest coun-
tries benefit more fully from the global 
economy. We remain committed to our 
joint fight against poverty in the world, and 
we also undertake to tackle the scourge 
of HIV/AIDS and to cooperate to improve 
the world environment. 

We reaffirm our commitment to NATO 
as the anchor of our collective defense and 
an essential forum for transatlantic con-

sultations. We underscore our support for 
the continuing process of European inte-
gration and stress the importance of Eu-
rope and America working together as part-
ners in a community of shared values. We 
welcome the historic enlargement of both 
NATO and the European Union, which 
takes place this spring, advancing our goal 
to erase decades of division in Europe. 

With a common agenda of action, the 
German-American alliance will prove as 
critical to the advance of freedom, security, 
and prosperity in the 21st Century as it 
was in the second half of the 20th Century. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Statement on the Death of President Boris Trajkovski of Macedonia 
February 27, 2004 

Laura and I are saddened by the death 
of President Boris Trajkovski of Macedonia, 
a distinguished leader and a great friend 
of the United States. On behalf of the 
American people, I extend condolences to 
President Trajkovski’s family and to the 
people of Macedonia. 

President Trajkovski showed extraor-
dinary courage in leading his country from 

the brink of civil conflict to peace by sign-
ing the Ohrid Framework Agreement. The 
United States strongly supports President 
Trajkovski’s vision of a multi-ethnic, demo-
cratic Macedonia at peace with itself and 
its neighbors and on the path to full mem-
bership in the transatlantic community. 

The President’s Radio Address 
February 28, 2004 

Good morning. For many years, illegal 
drug use has been a serious problem facing 
our country. Drugs cost people their sav-
ings and their health and rob children of 
their promise. My administration has taken 
action to confront this danger. We have 
pursued an ambitious, focused strategy to 
cut demand for drugs at home, interdict 

supplies of drugs abroad, and treat more 
addicts who seek help. 

In 2002, I set a goal to reduce illegal 
drug use by 10 percent over 2 years and 
by 25 percent over 5 years. This Monday 
we will release the annual National Drug 
Control Strategy, which shows the impres-
sive progress we have made. Youth drug 
use declined 11 percent between 2001 and 
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